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of the Kauravas lost courage, and jumping down the
chariot ran towards the town. Arjuna, however, know-
ing that it was time for the Pandavas to declare them-
selves, pursued him and catching him by the hair
brought him back to the chariot. He told him he would
fight for him and asked him to drive the chariot. The
chariot was then taken to the Shami-tree and the
bows which had been concealed by Sahadeva therein
were taken down. Uncovering his own bow Arjuna
said, "This is the famous Gandiva bow which I have
used these 32 years and a half, and I am Arjuna." This
gives us an idea of Arjuna's age at this time.. The
bow was given him by Agni when the Khandava
forest was burned, a little after the founding of Indra-
prastha and the Pandava's marriage with Draupadi.
If we suppose that Arjuna was at the time of his
marriage about 20 years of age, it follows that they
enjoyed peace and reigned in Indraprastha for 20 years.
They were then deprived of their kingdom and lived
in jungles about 12 years and a half. Arjuna was thus at
this time about,52. If we take the ages of the five
brothers as differing by one we find that the eldest
Yudhishthira was 55 years old when this fight took
place.
Armed with his powerful bow and driven by Uttara,
Arjuna went to fight with the Kaurava army and
defeated them. The generals in the Kaurava army,
Bhishma and Drona, did not probably fight in earnest,
nor did Duryodhana insist on this, as his object had
been gained. " We have discovered Arjuna," he said
to Bhishma, " before the stipulated time and the Panda-
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